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Lola and Claudia are talking about their Spanish classroom.

Lola:
Claudia:
Lola:

Claudia:
Lola:
Claudia:
Lola:
Claudia:

Cuéntos estudiantes hay en la clase de espafiol?
Veintitrés. Hay quince mujeres y ocho hombres.

Pero hay treinta pupitres, éverdad?

Creo que si. Hay més alumnos en otras clases, éno?
Verdad. En la clase de Espafiol I, hay treinta y dos.

iOh! ¢Unos estudiantes se sientan (they sit) en el suelo?
Exacto.

iQué terrible!
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iVAMOS A CHARLAR!

After your teacher has put the class into pairs, practice talking
about things in el saln de clase with your partner.

1

Play a “seated scavenger hunt.” Take turns choosing a word
from your vocabulary list and pointing to that object in your
classroom. Your partner wil say the appropriate Spanish word
out loud. Take turns identifying objects and words.

Look in your desk, backpack or binder. Ask your partner three
questions about what items (s)he has. Tell your partner what
you have and how many of each item you have.

Example: ¢Hay un lapiz? Si, hay tres Iépices.

Look around you at all of the items in your classroom. Ask
your partner three questions about what is in the classroom.
Use the singular form of each noun. When you answer the

questions that your partner asks you, make sure you correct

~\ him/her and use the plural form of the noun if there is
more than one of that object in the classroom.
Example: ¢Hay una silla? No, no hay sillas.
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EXAMPLE:

Ventura and her mother are shopping for school supplies.
éQué més necesitas?

Necesito pegamento y cinta pegante.
éCudntos cuadernos necesitas?

Pues, necesito cuatro.

éDe colores diferentes?

i, Prefiero azul, rojo, verde y amarillo.
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Activida

School Supplies Shopping List

Create an appropriate shopping list of school supplies for the following students: first-grade girl, fourth-grade boy,
ninth-grade young woman, eleventh-grade young man. Be sure to write in Spanish, using your vocab list on page
36. Include five items per list. Be sure to include the indefinite article or number for each item.

derno, cinco ldpices...
Firstgradegi; | UN_cudderno, cinco ldpice

Fourth-grade boy:

Ninth-grade young woman:

Eleventh-grade young man:
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What Couldn’t You Live Without?

Using your vocabulary list on page 36, write 10 sentences about what supplies you need for school. Use
“necesito” (I need...) to begin your sentences. Follow the model.

Necesito un ldpit.
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Activida
What Does Your Classroom
Need?

What types of equipment or supplies do the students need in your classroom? What's missing? Have you run out
of something? Is there something you'd like to have but your school cannot provide? Make a “WANTED” poster
and include a sentence for each item and a photo o illustration. Be sure to include the appropriate article. Use
8.5 x 11-inch paper and label your poster “Se busca...” (Wanted...).

Use the following phrases for your sentences:
Necesitamos... (We need...)
Queremos... (We want...)
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Vocabulary

Make a table with the following columns listed below. Choose 10 items from
your vocabulary list on page 36. Provide the definite and indefinite articles
(singular and plural) that you would use with each one. Supply the singular and
plural forms of each noun. Lastly, name a popular brand that you associate with
that item. See the example below.

Write your 10 choices in this column.

+
Elarticulo | Elarticulo | Elsustantivo | |Elarticulo | Elarticulo | El sustantivo | Una marca
definido indefinido | (noun) definido indefinido | plural (brand)
singular singular singular plural plural popular
ol un cuaderno los unos cadernos  [Mead

Compare your list with a partner’s to see if you came up with many of the same brand names.
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EL SALON D

el aula/el saldn de clase
elreloj

la pared

el cuaderno

la carpeta

laregla

el sacapuntas

lasilla

el pupitre/el escritorio
lamesa

la luz

el papel

la goma

el borrador

Ia (en)grapadora

la computadora/
el ordenador

ellibro
el diccionario
el estudiante
el alumno

el maestro

el profesor

la puerta
latiza

ellépiz

la mochila

el boligrafo

la calculadora
la ventana
las tijeras

VOCABULARY

classroom
dlock

wall
notebook/workbook
folder

ruler

pencil sharpener
chair

desk

table

light

paper

pencil eraser

board eraser
stapler

computer

book
dictionary
student
pupil
teacher
teacher/professor
door
chalk
pencil
backpack
pen
calculator
window

scissors

la pizarra/el pizarrén blackboard
el pegamento glue

la cinta pegante tape

el calendario calendar

el altavoz loudspeaker
el piso/el suelo floor

la papelera wastebasket
la basura garbage

el cartel poster
eltecho celing, roof
la cémara digital digital camera
el reproductor de DVD DVD player

el reproductor de discos  CD player
la pantalla screen

elp nto

el salén de clase
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CULTURAL NOTE

Spanish is the official language spoken in
Guatemala, but not all of its citizens are
fluent. Spoken among the nation’s high
Indian population are over 20 indigenous
Mayan Indian languages, including K'iche’,
Cakchiguel, Kekchi (Quiché) and Mam; which
are used mainly in the rural areas of the
country. Only 60 percent of Guatemala’s
population speaks Spanish; the other 40
percent speak indigenous Mayan languages.

A lot of the indigenous Guatemalan parents
do not see any reason for the educational
training of their children because the
curriculum does not include lessons in the
Mayan language or cover their culture and
history: Therefore, they often do not take
them to school, especially during the period
of harvest.

la (en)grapadora

el cuaderno

LLRRRL

NOUNS

GENDER/IDENTIFICATION OF

CLASSROOM

All Spanish nouns are either feminine or masculine.

Most masculine nouns end in -0

 eldiccionario

* eltecho

the dictionary
the ceiling

Most feminine nouns end in ~a, ~dad, ~tad, cidn or ~sidn.

la ventana
la mesa

la nacién
la libertad
la cantidad
la mansién

the window
the table
the nation
liberty
quantity
‘the mansion

Add an —a to a masculine noun that ends in a consonant
(el profesor) to make it feminine (la profesora).

Sometimes all we have to dos change the article in front of the noun:
el estudiante/la estudiante (male student/female student).

There are always exceptions that we have to memorize, such as fa
mano, el mapa and el dia.

Here are some other exceptions that you will have to memorize!

o elclima climate
o eldia day
o laluz light
« lafoto photo
o lamano hand
 elmapa map
« elpoema poem
o elsofd sofa
o eltema theme

What do you think the gender of these nouns would be?
o pluma
* asiento
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INDEFINITE AND DEFINITE
ARTICLES USED WITH NOUNS

«  Definite articles (the) and indefinite articles (a, an, some) have
different forms in Spanish.

CULTURAL NOTE

«  The definite article forms are el (masculine) and fa (feminine)
before singular nouns. In front of plural nouns, the definite Military in the Streets
article forms are los (masculine) and las (feminine).

jSoldados!
«  Agood way to remember that the definite article means “the” |
is by thinking about it this way: “I definitely want the red Why do we see soldiers in full camouflage
Porsche. | don’t just want any Porsche, | want the red one.” gear with big weapons in the streets in
(“Quiero el Porsche rojo”.) Latin America?
«  The indefinite article forms are un (masculine) and Many Latin American governments use
una (feminine) before singular nouns. In front of plural soldiers to maintain control within their

country, while the Us. uses its military to

nouns, the indefinite article forms are unos (masculine) and i ¢
protect US. interests outside the country.

unas (feminine). When we say unos or unas in Spanish, we
would say “some” in English. For example: “I want some
apples.” (“Quiero unas manzanas”.)

Following is a table of examples:

Definite Indefinite

(the) (a, an, some)
Masculine singular _| el borrador un borrador
Masculine plural | los borradores unos borradores
Feminine singular__| la computadora | una computadora
Feminine plural las computadoras | unas computadoras

Is it strange to see four different words for “the”? In Spanish, we
say that everything agrees in gender and number. This means that
the article must agree with the noun in gender (masculine or
feminine) and number (singular or plural).

You'll learn more about agreement in Chapter 3, but right now, let's
move on to how to make nouns plural in Spanish.





image4.png
SOCIAL ISSUE

Guatemalan Forced Evictions & The “Greater
Good" ¢Qué piensas?™

‘Balam (Jaguar) opens the ground with his azadgn* on the
steepslope of the volcano high above lake Afitlan, as his
father’s father and his great grandfathers before him have
for 2000 years. Like the Maya ofthe low Jungle north.he
speaks the stzange glottl stop Mayan language of his
ancestors, who built the pyramids and the great Mayan
cities of Cobd, Tikal and Tulum. The corn and beans will
feed his small family and he will trade for cloth for his
‘wife, Nik-te ha,* to make the colorful Mayan clothing that
identifies her family first as Mayan, then by region and
clan. 15 their way of life secure?

‘The Rights Action Organization Web site reports: “Hun-
dreds of heavily armed police officers and soldiers sur-
rounded the Mayan communities whileSky Resources (@
‘Canadian nickel mining company) employees dismantied,
destroyed andior burned the homes of undreds of

Yegchr Mayan familics in five indigenous communiti
e way for a nickel* lglﬁ':\mg opem.m.:'e;?m
'COHRE (Center of Housing Rights and EVictions) Web
site claims that the Chixoy hydroelectric dants construc-
tion, financed and supervised by the World Bank and the
International American Development Bank, resulted in
the displacement of scores of Mayan villages, including
the forced eviction of the Rio Negro community—a forced
eviction carried out through a series of brutal massacres.

Such stories of the mistreatment of indigenous peoples,
Some exaggerated, some true, are common to many Latin
‘American countries. Guatemalan urban dwellers say the
‘nickel mine will provide jobs and help make Guatemala
Iess poor. They say the dam will provide cheaper electric-
ity toall citizens. They argue that a few individuals must
suffer for “the greater good.”

‘This sounds like the plot from the movie Avatar! But
‘wait-not 5o fast. The Tennessee Valley Authority
forcibly displaced hundreds of Americans to build dams
in the U, and families were forced from their homes in
order tobuild the General Motors factory in Detroit. The
highsyays in your state probably forced people from their
‘homes, too. And a recent law says your house can
bétorn down by a developer if the government
determines that the developer will build
‘condos or a shopping center that will bet-
ter serve “the greater good.” In the case
ofthe nickel mines in Guatemala, it
‘will provide the shiny metal you
‘enjoy s stainless steel, cell phone
batteries and Jet engirie blades.
‘Without mines like these, your
cell phones would cost more.

Individual rightsor “the
greater 2Qué piensas?’

CLASSROOM

PLURAL NOUNS

Making nouns plural in Spanish is not complicated.

*  Add -s to make the plural form of a word that ends in a

vowel.
lapantalla las pantallas
el calendario  los calendarios
el coche los coches

+  Add —es to make the plural form of a word that ends in a
‘consonant.

los papeles

los relojes

el papel
el reloj

i0JO! Notice that the article changes with the noun: el changes
to los and fa changes to las.

* If the consonant at the end of the word is —z, change the -z
to— and then add —es.

el lapiz los lapices
la luz las luces

i0JO! If a noun ends in —ién drop the accent mark when you
add -es.

lacancién las canciones

How would you form the plural of these nouns? Try saying the
plural form out loud.

el pupitre

la puerta

el estudiante

el reproductor de DVD

la estudiante

HAY

Remember that “hay” means “there is” or “there are.”

Examples:
Hay cuatro paredes y treinta mochilas en el salén de clase.
» There are four walls and 30 backpacks in the classroom.

®  ¢Qué hay en la mesa? » What is there on the table?
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Ratil and Tomés are talking about what is on their teacher’s desk.

Rauil

Tomés:

Rauil.

Tomés:

Rauil.

Tomés:

£Qué hay en el escritorio de la profesora?

Eh... éun reproductor de discos compactos?

iAy! ¢Hay un examen auditivo de espafiol hoy?

No es posible. No, no. Hay un disco compacto de mdisica
mariachi también.

iGracias a Dios! Los exdmenes auditivos son muy dificiles.
Si. Escuchar misica es facil.
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